UHRICHSVILLE CITY COUNCIL   
Thursday, May 27, 2021

Council President Robert Cottrell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    
 
ROLL CALL showed the following members present:   Mr. Zucal-no; Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Mr. Harmon-no; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Fox-yes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Clerk Trisha Addison.

Council President Robert Cottrell asked for a motion to excuse the absences of Mr. Harmon and Mr. Zucal.  A motion was made by Ms. Myers, seconded by Mr. Miller.  ROLL CALL: Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Baker-yes.

Council President Robert Cottrell asked for a motion to accept the Council Meeting Minutes from May 13, 2021. A motion was made Mr. Huff, seconded by Ms. Myers.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Huff-yes; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Miller-yes.

Council President Robert Cottrell asked for a motion to accept the Storm Sewer Meeting Minutes from May 13, 2021. A motion was made Mr. Fox, seconded by Mr. Miller.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Mr. Baker-yes; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Huff-yes.
  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:     
 

Mayor Mark Haney:  
· Paving bids are back from the County Engineer’s office.  Total cost of the project is around $202,000.000 to pave roughly nine streets.  He would like to add two additional streets and be able to spend up to $250,000.00 again this year.  Right now, we have $220,000.00 in that fund.  The additional streets would be W. Bank and W. High from Herrick to the dead end.  He would like to do those two while he is there.  All of the grinding will come back to the City as it did last year to use for patching.  Shelley won the bid for the paving.  He needs Council’s approval to get on the list to begin.  The streets on the paving list are Herrick, finish Orchard, finish Eastport, Gorley, N. Parkway, E. 9th, Shamel, Lake, E. 7th and he would like to add W. Bank and W. High.  Next year Newport Avenue will be the major street it will be costly and require a lot of work.  Another street to look at is W. 3rd.  Our guys will not be doing traffic control this year.  It is in the cost.  Mr. Fox asked about Parrish Street.  Because of the brick, it will be more costly.  In the future it will be looked at.  The catch basins need looked at.  Mr. Fox asked about looking at taking the brick out.  Mayor Haney said it would be very costly and could be discussed in the future.  Ms. Myers made a motion to spend up to $250,000.00 for 2021 paving, seconded by Mr. Fox.  ROLL CALL:  Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Miller-yes.
· Gave to Council estimate from Wood Electric to fix the fountain.  We have raised around $13,000.00.  He asked for approval to begin the project.  Keith Pittis, who lives in our city will be doing the project.  Our guys will have to dig a trench, and the rest will be done by Wood Electric.  Mr. Fox asked if the cost was all the way to the mechanical room.  All of the electric will be above ground where the other electrical is.  The total cost is $18,779.00.
· Gave Council a copy of the projected cost of a street laborer, a full-time officer, and a part-time officer.  We will be hiring a street laborer in the next week.  There is a high school/college kid starting tomorrow, Chase Cikanski from Central Catholic, and they have another applicant.  They will mostly be mowing.  The other candidate will probably start in two weeks.  We do need a fifth worker.  We are working on a grant for officers.
· Monthly mayor’s meeting was held in the City of Uhrichsville on Tuesday night at East of Chicago.  Thanked Alan Leeper for hosting. Met with Homeland Security at the meeting and discussed downtown revitalization.  Reached out to CSX regarding the rail spur and to RJ Corpman.  
· Water Park will open June 5 at full capacity.  Need to install the dump buckets and the canopies on the play area and a couple umbrellas.  We should think of purchasing more umbrellas.  We bought three this year at a cost of over $6,000.00.  They have been changed to blue and will be shrink wrapped at the end of the season.  There will be areas in the kiddie area to look at in the fall to maintain.  Work is being done on the pumps.  Thanked Brenda, Jackie, Jeff and Toby.  Brenda’s kids pressure washed the deck to save Jeff work.  Ms. Myers asked how many umbrellas are in the park and there are eleven.  She suggested and Mayor Haney agreed that we start on a rotation of purchasing three umbrellas per year.  He hasn’t decided if passes will be sold.  They have enough workers and it is a good crew.  There are approximately 30 employees.  Jeff fixed all of the lights and security cameras.  He thanked the fire department for bringing the ladder truck to fix lights.  Mr. Fox is under the understanding that the lifeguards were paid their bonus now in order to hire them instead of paying $100.00 for training at the end of the season.  Mayor Haney said we paid for the training instead with no bonus.  Ms. Myers suggested an opening day celebration and it hadn’t been discussed previously and is something they may talk about.

City Services Director Belle Everett:
· She had explained the Storm Sewer Resolution at the Storm Sewer meeting.
· W. High is a lake on the turn.  We have some prepping to do.  
· She thanked Jen for her work on the Water Park.  Thanked Auditor Young and Deputy Auditor Carpenter.  They have put in tireless hours.  She thanked Julie and Jody, who have been wonderful and done everything they could in the transition.   
· Interviewed and will probably have news at the next meeting and is looking forward to a summer of productivity.  They have been concentrating on the Water Park.

Law Director James J. Ong:     
• 	Absent – on vacation.

Auditor, Jessica Young:     
· Absent.

Treasurer, Bob Michels:     
· Absent.
 
Correspondence:     
· None.

Committee Reports   
Mr. Fox – Nothing to report.
Mr. Huff – Nothing to report.
Ms. Myers- Finance Committee met May 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. and her report was read.  Next Finance Committee meeting will be June 15, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Miller asked about the report, that the Finance Committee did not get to discuss the police car, it was because they did not have reports from the administration and no one from the administration was present.  A Motion to approve the report was made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Fox.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Miller-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Baker-yes.
Mr. Harmon – Absent.
Mr. Miller – Nothing to report.
Mr. Baker- Ordinance Committee met on May 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. and the report was read.  A Motion to approve the report was made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Ms. Myers.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Miller-yes; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Baker-yes.
Mr. Zucal – Absent.

Old Business:   
Mr. Fox – Nothing to report.
Mr. Huff – Nothing to report.
Ms. Myers – Nothing to report.
Mr. Harmon – Absent.
Mr. Miller – Nothing to report.
Mr. Baker – Nothing to report.
Mr. Zucal – Absent.
 
New Business   
Mr. Fox – Nothing to report.
Mr. Huff – Made a Motion to approve the bid from Wood Electric for repairs to the fountain with the remaining balance coming from the park fund, seconded by Mr. Miller. Mr. Fox asked how much is in the park fund, $74,000.00.   ROLL CALL:  Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Baker-yes.
Ms. Myers – Thanked all that have been working on the Water Park.
Mr. Harmon – Absent.
Mr. Baker – Asked about the reintroduction of the pay ordinance for the department heads.  President Cottrell will report back at the next meeting.
Mr. Zucal – Absent.
Council Clerk – Brought up the recording device used in the council room.  It is a cassette recording device and records at a high speed that is not playable.  It was suggested that the Zoom recordings be used as the official recordings, if they are kept in the Cloud.  Mayor Haney and Josh have discussed and he suggested buying a recorder and tapes while they are still available, or go to a digital recorder.  They are discussing going to Google Cloud server and would pay a monthly server fee.  He will have Josh get a price and it will be discussed at the next meeting.

Visitors:     

None in person.  Visitors that were watching by Zoom were not able to participate.  

Chief Beal – Had 400 calls last month.  Brought in $9,200.00 from propertyroom.com so far.  They have picked up four times and a lot has been cleaned out.  He presented Council with numbers from Southern District Court which shows how much the Court has distributed to Uhrichsville from fine money.  He also gave Council the report from the County Prosecutor’s office, which shows felony indictments and charges from the City of Uhrichsville last year.  New Philadelphia has two detectives and is working on getting a third one.  The Sheriff’s Department has four detectives, Dover has three.  If we would get the detective that he has asked for, he believes our numbers would go up significantly.  He also gave Council the overdose deaths as reported by the County Coroner which covers the last four years.  He also gave Council numbers of incidents for the City of Uhrichsville, which are almost all actual charges for last year.  Mr. Fox thanked him for the report and asked about speeding citations.  They do not prepare incident reports on speeding tickets or other minor infractions, they do call record, which are shorter reports.  He did not want to discourage officers from writing minor traffic tickets because of the amount of paperwork.  Ms. Myers had from the Auditor the projected costs of an officer and asked if the same would be for a detective as well.  Chief Beal would hire an officer and then he would move someone into the detective position that is already in the department.  He doesn’t see any cost above hiring someone.  She asked if the Cop’s grant could be used and it could be used to hire someone, and he would move a current officer into the detective’s position.  The application is doing June 22 and it is up to the federal government when we hear the results.  A test is being given next Thursday and seven people are taking it for patrolman.  President Cottrell asked Ms. Myers what was needed for Finance Committee to make a recommendation on street department and police officers.  She doesn’t need any additional information since she has the information provided by Chief Beal.  She hopes to have a recommendation at next meeting and will put it on the Agenda.  President Cottrell hopes the decision is not based on the Cop’s grant, he doesn’t want to rely on the grant.  Chief Beal said the part-time officer wages weren’t accurate and doesn’t want the decision based on that price.  No other department in this county pays that low.  President Cottrell wants her to have a good number to base her decision on.  Mr. Fox said our fees should be based on what we can afford.


ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS:   
   


RESOLUTION 1897
OF THE CITY OF UHRICHSVILLE STORM SEWER DISTRICT
REGARDING STORM SEWER SPECIAL ASSESSMENT
PARCEL NO. 41-02649-001

A Motion to Adopt the Resolution was made by Ms. Myers, seconded by Mr. Huff.  ROLL CALL:  Ms. Myers-yes; Mr. Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Miller-yes.

ORDINANCE NO. 52-21
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1197
OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF UHRICHSVILLE
REGARDING SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES
First Reading
A Motion to Suspend was made by Mr. Huff, seconded by Mr. Miller.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Mr. Fox-no; Mr. Baker-no; Ms. Myers-no.

ORDINANCE NO. 53-21
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 741 OF
THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF UHRICHSVILLE
REGARDING ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES
First Reading

ORDINANCE NO. 54-21
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A “MOW TO OWN 
ADJACENT LOT DISPOSITION PROGRAM” IN ORDER TO TRANSFER 
BLIGHTED, UNBUILDABLE, VACANT, ABANDONED
AND TAX DELINQUENT PARCELS TO ADJACENT
PROPERTY OWNERS
First Reading
Mr. Baker spoke regarding the concerns that had been presented to him.  As an example, Section D3, “Situations not herein defined or deemed to be unusual shall be resolved at the discretion of the City Administration”. The reason it was kept was for ease of use.  It will be easier to contact the Mayor or City Service Director than to contact the Council President, have him contact the Mayor, wait for two weeks or call a special council meeting.  He believes that once the contract is signed, we are done, based on Ohio Revised Code.  The second matter is where it talks about a title company.  He kept the fact that the City will choose the title company for ease of use.  Anyone with questions can then contact the law director who knows title companies.  The other is unbuildable properties.  The purpose of this is to sell unbuildable properties, small properties that you can’t do anything with that are unbuildable.  If it is buildable property, this ordinance has nothing to do with it and we don’t want to give away buildable properties.  Mr. Fox asked why lots would be given away and not have a public auction.  Ms. Everett said some of these properties are very narrow.  He is opposed to “Mow to Own” because we are giving property away.  Ms. Everett discussed a property on N. Water, if the person wants to participate the city would not have to mow anymore and would be able to collect taxes.  There was additional discussion.  Ms. Myers is uncomfortable with the City choosing the title agency.  Ms. Everett said that was discussed at the Ordinance Committee and Attorney Ong he wouldn’t have a problem with it.  It was determined that the language had been taken out of this version of the Ordinance.

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:    

None.

Other Discussions:  

Mayor Haney will be getting an estimate to take down a couple of trees at the park and should have the estimate by the next meeting.  Also, at the June 24 council meeting, Sgt McCrea will be giving a presentation on body cams.  This will probably be mandated in the future.  He will be talking to Buckeye about work on the stone entrance.

Mr. Fox asked about the marquee coming into town.  There is a control board that is out.  We pay for the electric, the Rotary pays for the maintenance.  He and Bob Michels had a discussion last week and they are not sure what they are going to do because it is a very expensive fix.  He will talk to Bob further as to what the City can do to alleviate the cost because we use it just as much as anyone else.  The sign was donated by the Rotary.

Ms. Myers thanked Council Clerk Trisha Addison.  She enjoyed working with her and appreciates all that she has done.  President Cottrell also thanked her.  There are still no applications for Council Clerk.

Mr. Fox asked about the Zoning Inspector position.  Mayor Haney said the hold up is quality applicants.  He has a couple of guys that he is waiting on applications from.  Some villages inspectors work through their fire department.  He and Judd talked about getting more information.  He reached out to the carpenter’s local.  

Mr. Baker said the Memorial Services on Monday start at Catholic Cemetery at 8:00, then to Haverfield, the Dennison Depot, two services at Union and finish at the Newport Methodist Church.  Guest speaker is Brett Hillyer.

A motion to go into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation was made by Mr. Fox, seconded by Mr. Huff.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Ms. Myers-no. Council went into Executive Session at 8:06 p.m.

Council returned from Executive Session oat 8:26 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. Huff.  ROLL CALL:  Mr. Baker-yes; Mr. Huff-yes; Mr. Fox-yes; Mr. Miller-yes; Ms. Myers-yes.


Meeting Adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
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