Uhrichsville City Council Meeting
February 12, 2026
President Cottrell called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Roll call: Mr. Whitman – H, Mr. Shamel – A, Mrs. Clark – H, Mr. Malterer – H, Mr. Miller - H, Mr. Baker – H, Mrs. Colvin - H
Council Clerk Scherie Clough led the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Cottrell asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the last regular council meeting on January 22, 2026. Motion by Mr. Miller, second by Mr. Whitman. ROLL CALL: Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes, Mrs. Clark- Abstain, Mr. Malterer- yes, Mr. Baker – yes, Mrs. Colvin – yes. (Motion passed)
Administrative Reports:
Mayor Zucal said a short prayer for the City. Mayor Zucal presented his report. See attached.
Mayor Zucal said that we have a new City Auditor. Her name is Kristy Sullivan.
Mayor Zucal said he hosted a meeting with the OMEGA group this week. He is trying to get additional funding for the Jaycee Drive & Trenton Avenue street improvement project. While the City has already secured $1,500,000 in funding for that project, he said we still need an additional $240,000 in funding. Mayor Zucal said that he wrote a letter to the Tuscarawas County Transportation Improvement District and Economic Development team as they have an additional $500,000 available this year. He is hoping to get an additional $150,000-$200,000 from them.
Mrs. Colvin asked the Mayor if he knew when the Gas Company will be finishing the project they are doing on Maple Grove. He said he did not as it is the Gas Company’s project.


Law Director Report:
Attorney Merklin said that ODOT got the two judgment cases on the Third Street Bridge today. He said the cases were at the Auditor’s office for a while, but they got to ODOT today. He said this has been a long process, but it is finally complete so we can get the bridge repaired.
Correspondence: None
Committee Reports:
Mrs. Clark said that they had a Finance Committee meeting before Council tonight. She said that they will need a motion for Rea & Associates to perform the cash basic audit. It is $7,025. President Cottrell asked for a motion. Mrs. Clark made the motion, second by Mr. Miller. ROLL CALL: Mrs. Clark – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Baker – yes, Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes. (motion passed).
Mrs. Clark said that they will need legislation from the Law Director for the 2026 permanent budget.
Mr. Miller said he had things set up with the Fire department for an Ambulance Committee meeting. No date was mentioned for this meeting.
Mr. Baker read his report from the Special Committee that President Cottrell set up to review and amend the Downtown Development Standards Policy Ordinance. He said their recommendation is to rescind the current Ordinance and have no future Ordinance for this. He said the first reading for the new Ordinance to rescind the Original will be tonight. President Cottrell asked for motion to accept Mr. Baker’s minutes. Motion by Mr. Baker, second by Mrs. Colvin. ROLL CALL: Mr. Baker – yes, Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mrs. Clark – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes. (motion passed to accept the report)
Old Business: There was no old business.
New Business: There was no new business.


Visitors:
Bonnie Coventry said that she put copies in everyone’s packets of letters she has sent out to businesses trying to get them to bring their business to Uhrichsville.
Clarence asked when the website for Council meetings will be updated. He said it has been a year since there have been any new minutes posted.
Bonnie Coventry said that she is trying to learn how to do this. Mayor Zucal stated that they are trying to get all of these things worked out.
Kevin Barker – Just visiting.
President Cottrell said he wants to call an Executive Session to discuss City property and the way competitive bidding is to be managed. He said that an outcome is expected.
President Cottrell asked for a motion to go into Executive Session. Motion made by Mrs. Colvin, second by Mr. Whitman. ROLL CALL: Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mrs. Clark – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Baker – yes. (motion passed).
President Cottrell asked for a motion to come out of Executive Session. Motion by Mr. Whitman, second by Mr. Baker. ROLL CALL: Mr. Whitman – yes, Mr. Baker – yes, Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mrs. Clark – yes. (motion passed).
President Cottrell asked for a motion on the floor. Mrs. Colvin made a motion to start all over on the bidding for the sale of the City Garage building. She stated to leave the wording the same and everything the same and see what happens with this second bidding process. Second by Mr. Baker. ROLL CALL: Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Baker – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mrs. Clark – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes. (motion passed). 
President Cottrell said that Law Director Merklin is to manage the advertisement and all bids are to go to him. Mr. Mathias is still marketing the building, but all bids are to received by Mr. Merklin.

Ordinances and Resolutions
Council Clerk Scherie Clough read the Ordinances.
Ordinance No. 01-26
 An Ordinance to repeal chapter 1167 of the City of Uhrichsville City Code (downtown development policy). (First reading).

Mayor Zucal asked if he heard Mr. Baker correctly that the Downtown Ordinance is to be rescinded and have no Ordinance for Downtown development. Mayor Zucal said that would provide no set standards for downtown and anyone can do anything they want downtown. Mr. Baker said that is correct. Mayor Zucal said, “do you know what a detriment that will be to the downtown.” Mr. Baker said that Government should not be able to tell someone what color to paint their building.

Ordinance No. 02-26 (Tabled).
An Ordinance declaring certain real property to be sold to the highest bidder and to be accepted by the city council of Uhrichsville

President Cottrell asked for a motion to table Ordinance No. 02-26. Motion by Mrs. Colvin, second by Mr. Whitman. ROLL CALL: Mrs. Colvin – yes, Mr. Whitman – yes, Mrs. Clark -yes, Mr. Malterer – yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Baker – yes. (motion Passed)


Other Discussion
President Cottrell announced the Uhrichsville Moose is donating about $8,300 to the City. The donation can be used for sidewalk repair/replace or for other use as needed.
President Cottrell adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.




__________________________           ____________________________
President Robert Cottrell                        Council Clerk Scherie Clough
